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internal and external reasons, that the Congress should not assume
the appearance of a Pan-Arab rather than a Pan-Muslim gathering.
The opportunity offered by the presence of so many delegates and
representatives from the Arabic-speaking lands was indeed seized
to hold an 'Arab Congress5 and formulate an 'Arab Covenant'
(al-mtthdqul-'ambi) on the 13th December, 1931 ;x but the members
who took part in this met privately in another building and their
action was not associated in any way with the Islamic Congress.
Similarly, as the result of the voting for the members of the Executive
Council, the twenty-five seats were filled by three Egyptians, four
Indians, four North-West Africans, one Persian, one Javanese, one
Turk (from Warsaw), one Bosniak, and ten Arabs from Palestine,
Syria, 'Iraq, and Arabia, two of these being Shfites.2

During the first year of its existence the Executive Council
assiduously carried out the functions assigned to it. The Central
Bureau was formed, with the Persian ex-Minister, Sayyid Ziya'ud-
Dm Tabataba'I, as Secretary; protests were drawn up and despatched
to the League of Nations and the relevant High Commissioners
.and Foreign Ministries against the usurpation of the Hijaz Railway,3
the Uoport of the Wailing Wall Commission, the Italian regime in
Libya, the recognition given to Berber customary law in Morocco,
the persecution of Muslims in the territories of the U.S.S.R., and
against *every kind of colonization';4 and manifestos and appeals
were issued at intervals to the Muslim World, dealing with current
ovonts (e.g. tho rebellion in Arabia led by Ibn Rifadah),6 with the
plans and proposals for the future University of al-Aqsa, and with
other matter, such as the use of the Muslim calendar. Meanwhile,
'sections' or branches of the Congress were organized in various

1 Tho twins of tho Covenant wore as follows: * 1. The Arab lands are a coin-
ploto and indiviHiblo whole, and tho divisions of whatever nature to which they
have boon wubjoctod are not approved nor recognized by the Arab nation.
2. All eltortH in ovory Arab country are to be directed towards the single goal
of their complete independence, in their entirety and unified; and every idea
which aims at limitation to work for local and regional politics must be fought
againwt. 3, Since colonisation is, in all its forms and manifestations, wholly
incompatible with the dignity and highest aims of the Arab nation, the Arab
nation rojoetB it and will combat it with all its forces/ (Orimte Modernof January
1932, p. 43, and Arabic journals generally.) The outgrowth of this meeting was
a proposal to convene a Fan-Arab Congress in Baghdad in the autumn, of
1932, but tho date of meeting was postponed and the Congress had not yet
hewn hold by the spring oi! 1935.

a The full liBt, with the votes cast, will be found in Decisions of the General
Muslim (Jongrow in Us fmt Session, pp. 18-19.

* See the Survey for ItU, vol. i, pp. 316-17.

4 Summaries of these protests in Oriente Moderno, June 1932, pp. 331-2.

6 See Section (x) of this part of the present volume.